Correspondents should note that space is limited and shorter letters have a greater chance of publication. The Editors reserve the right to cut letters and also to eliminate multitudinous references. Please try to be concise, strictly relevant and Interesting to the reader.
I would like to comment on the interesting but slightly confusing paper by Ben-Tovim and Schwartz (Journal, January 1981, 138, 37â€"39) . I say confusing as the reference to Table I 1979; Turkington, 1980; Massey and Riley, 1980; Gade et a!, 1980) although their mode of action is not understood. Such an effect might explain the slightly raised pain thresholds of the depressed controls compared with the normal controls who, presumably,
were not receiving antidepressant drugs. With respect to the two cases of severe impairment of emotional responsivity, it is noted that their thresholds of appreciation of stimuli are no different from those of the other depressed patients. On the other hand, their lack of response to pain caused by more intense stimulation is striking. Can it be assumed that pain thresholds were raised to such a degree as to render these patients almost analgesic? Or would it be more correct to argue that whereas pain as a sensation is appreciated the normal emotional reaction was missing, so giving an impression of indifference interpreted as evidence of high pain thresholds in these two patients?
The possible role of endorphins in this situation is far from clear as there is evidence that CSF endorphins are raised in depression and mania (LindstrÃ ¶m et a!, that patients with psychogenic pain had higher CSF levels of endorphins than patients with organic pain which they stated were correlated with the degree of â€˜¿ depression' in their patients. However, there is no reason for thinking that these authors were describing patients with severe endogenous depression such as afflicted the two cases described by Ben-Tovim and Schwartz. Biegon and Samuel (1980) have reported that tricyclic antidepressants bind to brain receptors and can be displaced by naloxone. The fact that naloxone given to patient 1 made no difference to her pain thresholds seems to indicate that neither endor phins nor antidepressants were playing any part in the aetiology of her pain insensitivity. These are a notoriously difficult group of subjects to treat. In the study, one of the patients was with drawn from lithium because of the onset of tardive dyskinesia. From the discussion it would appear that lithium was involved in the production of this some what serious side-effect. This would certainly be a unique finding. I wonder if it is not possible that the patient in question had been receiving neuroleptics prior to entering the lithium treatment (no inform ation is given in the tables with regard to prior medication).
If this were indeed the case then this would be an example of a withdrawal dyskinesia which usually takes place some one to three weeks after withdrawal of medication, but in some cases longer. Basil James' criticism of my article (Journal, November 1980, 137, 401â€"409) expresses a point of view, popular in some circles, which my experience does not support. This has been discussed in detail in a chapter on â€oe¿ Accident Neurosisâ€• (Parker, 1976) and will not be repeated here. In essence, he is saying that â€oe¿ severe emotional inhibition in childhoodâ€• is of such overwhelming importance, that any subsequent life events pale into etiological insignificance when explaining disturbed behaviour occurring in a man in his forties.
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In my case report the co-twin was subjected to the same disturbing childhood yet did not murder his wife and daughter. One must therefore look for something additional to explain the discordance for homicide, and all professional people involved with the monozygotic twins whom I described were satisfied that two terrifying accidents emerged as the obvious difference in their histories.
The aim of my paper was to highlight the sig nificance of accidents, even of an apparently minor nature, as a precipitating cause in the development of
